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Tug Of War – An African Folktale 

One fine day Tortoise was walking through the jungle. He was taking his time 
because he enjoyed looking at the scenery.  

As he tried to cross the river he accidentally stepped on Hippo’s tail.  

“Hey! I was trying to take a nap. Get out of here quickly, Tortoise!  Move, move!" 
he snapped. 

Tortoise got out of Hippo's way, as quickly as he could.  

He was going so fast that he bumped right into Elephant's foot.  
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"Look out Tortoise!  You are moving so slow that I almost stepped on you!" said 
Elephant. 

This made Tortoise very grumpy. He was always being mistreated by all the other 
jungle animals. 

"Well you need to watch where you are going!" yelled Tortoise. "I may be slow 
but I am strong and mighty too!” 

 

Elephant laughed. "Oh Tortoise, I could have easily stepped right on you and 
crushed you flat. You had better watch that sharp tongue of yours". 

"Well then" said Tortoise "I challenge you to see who is the strongest! I challenge 

you to a tug of war!" 
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"Very well. This ought to be good," chuckled Elephant. 

 

Tortoise replied, "We will each take a hold of this vine here. You take one end 
and I'll go down to the river with the other. When I say, "Pull Oh Mighty Beast, 
pull", we will both pull. You try to drag me into the jungle and I will try to drag you 
into the river". 

"Fine by me" said Elephant. "I'll show you who's mighty". 

Tortoise ran all the way down to the river where Hippo was attempting to 
continue his afternoon nap. 

 

"Hippo, you chased me out of the river earlier and now I am here to show you 
that I am mighty, too" yelled Tortoise. 
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Hippo emerged from the water. "Oh, really now?" he said with a laugh. 

"Yeah. You hold one end of this vine here and I'll hold the other. When I say, "Pull, 
Oh Mighty Beast, pull", you try to pull me into the water. And I will try to pull you 
into the jungle". 

Hippo laughed and said, "All right then. It’s about time I teach you some 
manners". 

Tortoise walked halfway back into the jungle and yelled at the top of his lungs, 
"PULL OH MIGHTY BEAST, PULL!" 

 

Both Elephant and Hippo began to pull and pull with all their might. Neither of 
them would budge. 

"Wow, Tortoise is quite strong" thought Elephant. 

"Tortoise can pull much more that I imagined," thought Hippo. 

But they both kept pulling. 

When each beast had had enough, Tortoise yelled, "Stop!  The vine is about to 
break!"  Both Hippo and Elephant were glad to stop pulling. 

Tortoise ran over to Elephant.  "You are strong Tortoise.  I will allow you to roam 
the jungle with me from now on," said a tired Elephant. 
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Tortoise ran down to Hippo.  "I won't chase you out of the water anymore.  I will 
share my river with you," said an exhausted Hippo. 

And from that day forward, Tortoise was free to roam about the jungle, as fast or 

as slow as he pleased. And he also became one of the most respected animals 

in the jungle. 

 

 

Color Tortoise. Color the crown. Then cut out the crown and 

put it on his head.  
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Cut the characters out and glue onto popsicle sticks. Use them to re-enact the 

story.  

 

 


